
1  

 
 
 

School District Calendar Q & A 

How is a school district calendar created? 

At SACS, our district’s school calendar is guided by SACS School Board Policy. 

Board Policy 

2130 - School District Calendar 

School District Calendar The school district calendar for the school year following the next full 
school year will be voted annually no later than November 15 each year. Proposed calendars, 
together with the dates of consideration and adoption, will be published at least four (4) weeks 
prior to adoption. The Board will consider the following parameters as the basis for its calendar 
adoption decision. 

Parameters 

1. Aligning with area school districts for instructional purposes 

2. Aligning with local colleges & universities related to co-credit courses 

3. Allowing for parental input through the Parent Club Council 

4. Allowing for teacher association input 

5. Balancing the number of days each quarter as much as possible 

6. Providing a consistent school calendar formation annually 

7. Maximizing instructional time before high stakes exams 

8. Maximizing opportunity to achieve annual 4-Star School status 

9. Maximize summer family opportunities for all students 

10. Providing professional growth days for teachers (Professional Development) 

11. Providing students early opportunities for summer internships/jobs 

12. Complying with state statute which dictates a minimum of 180 student days per 
academic year 

(Adopted: 12/16/10; Revised: 12/17/13) 
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What is constitutes an Indiana school year? 

Indiana State Code: IC 20-30-2-3 School year Sec. 3 says: 

“For each school year, a school corporation shall conduct at least one hundred eighty (180) 
student instructional days.” 

 
 
Why can’t we begin school after Labor Day and break later in June for summer? 

The high school schedule drives this issue for three primary reasons: 

Equivalent number of days in each semester. 

Homestead offers numerous one semester class offerings, many of which are *dual credit 
courses. We are required to keep the amount of time in class each semester roughly equal and 
aligned with various college schedules. 

*Dual credit courses are defined as course taken by high school students that satisfy 
requirements for earning credits toward both a high school diploma and a college degree. 
Dual credit courses are taught by regular high school faculty or by regular or adjunct 
college faculty. 

Advanced Placement (AP) Classes and Tests 

*AP curriculum is administered by The College Board. The AP classes across the country take 
the AP tests on the same date in the spring. Student class time leading up to test dates is very 
important. 

*Advanced Placement curriculum, administered by The College Board offers college-level 
curricula and examinations to high school students. Students who take the AP class/ 
exam in a subject area can earn college credit and accelerated placement in college. 

Early Graduates 

While the majority of Homestead High School Seniors graduate in the spring, there are numerous 
December graduates who wish to start college in January. We need to end the first semester 
before January. Scholarship opportunities are also impacted. 

 
 
Why ask for calendar feedback every year?  

SACS demographics change annually as we have students and families entering and exiting the 
district every school year. SACS School Board collects input and comments to gauge the 
community’s thoughts about the calendar options.  

SACS appreciates those who participate in the request for feedback. The board is elected to 
make these decisions and reviews the collected input prior to making their final decision on or 
before November 15.    

 


